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MONTHLY NEWS LETTER 

FEBRUARY 1956,, We shall l'gi.ve to wait until next month to tell you about our 
eleventh graduation~ because it did not take place until 3 March. The Director had 
a tough time preparing his preli"IL-i..nacy r emarks:1 because some of our professors sn.id 
it would be our 11 onceava11 gradu\tion, others said it was the 11 d~ci.Jna primera11 r:nd 
others the 11 und~cima11 

J vie finally had to submit the problem to the Diccionario de l l. 
Real Academia Espanola which said Hundecima11

0 It would be so much siIIip:i...er if we could 
stick to the old haya system of te11 fingers and ten toes, and if you need more than 
that, you just multiply by twenty o 

Final examinat ions took pl a ce during t he month, and as usual, the subjects which 
gave a little trouble were . .'11<l :~her..1atic s a,nC. 'c•' .ology ~ These, of course, with reference 
to the first-year student,s •: .. fo s.:ce gJ.ad t.c s~.~r t hat the third year boys got by, which 
brings us to the major subject. of thj.s. l\i":WS Lettero 

\le have cut down our 11Exa.11<-:m de Ca.pactda.d!r or intellj.gence test to fifty questions 1 

after having tried in previous years 60,, 7) a:1d 100,. 1~e have r etained those question$ 
which seem to have the greatest va.J.ue 0 We have elj.rx1:i..nat0d t.he 1:knowledge 11 questions, 
with three exceptions~ one of which is bas ed. on ortography ) Thi.s question consists of 
twenty simple words, most of which are misspellod 9 e..nd you a·'.'e supposed to corrsct 
the errors ~. Up to now u and we have given the exa~n t o n0ar~LY 200 applicants, - only 
one has known why a female of the horse persuasio~ is a yegua and not a llegua, and 
cocina (kitchen) is not <;pell0d with S o 

But to come down to mo:;:·e :1.nportant matters ; Out of s:i.xty exams given to boys in 
a. certain Central Jimed ,ean c;ou:rtry; four obt ained grades of 92 and 96. (In each ca.se 
they would have been two p'.) ints higher if they had remembered ·that you dont spell 
cecina with s and that a female of the horse persuasj.on is not a llegua) e Five 
applicant s wer e in the 8D '. f: ,; fif teen in the 70 ~ s; fifteen in the 60~s; ten in the 50's; 
six in the 40 <s; four jn the JO Js ; and three in the 2o:s~ 

Now, what are you going ·t o c.o wh,"'n you have to exa.'Iline 500 or more applicants, and 
you have some such_ :r.: : :,,;.·<;, afi +.:·1,, a.":J07 <;1 ? We think almost anyone will agrf!e that you 
have to reject the De, -~: ~ ,n. th1_;! <O ~ r:; an~~ 30~ s and 1.;.0 t s o What are you go:i.ng to do with 
the boy who says, 11 1 know t his :i s an :L:tell:l.gence t est ~ and when I saw that question, 
If three oranges cost ten cen~,,s.t whc..t w).11 a dozen arrl a half cost, I was sure there 
must be some catch in its s o I d.:\.drd:, ::msw0r" " 

After a number of years :, we o:ce still finding that there is not a high positive 
correlation between the grade made in' this test and the number of years the boy has 
been in school ~ Nor the number of years he ha s been out of school (sometimes the boys 
say, 11 1 have nt been in school for t he past four yea.rsand have forgotten most of 
what I learned") 0 

We still have - and we hope we shall continu8 to have - cases of the following 
nature: A boy who is a born agriculturist; <'.nd a hard worker, but simply cannot 
handle mathemat ics. While such boys ma;r i:c:.t. be able to qualify for· :b .plomas, some 
we have trained have rn.ade excellent agri cuJt.u~. st.s ., Which should not be interpreted 
as s~ing that farmers are not better farme~s if they have brains. 


