MARCH 1949, Much of our time this month hzs been devoted to the
selection of new students. Some of this work hzs to be done et long
rengey, 1in which cese we depend upon zn investigstion of the boy's bzck-
ground, his educstionzl preperetion, end the recommendstions of people
vhom we can trust., By the end of the month we hed lined up sgbout sixty
e¢pplicants and sent them instructions to report for mediczl exsminstion.
We believe this yesr's Gurtemszlsn applicants look more promising than in
&ny rrevious yesr. 4s usucl, we had s very lsrge number of zpplicetions
from E1 Szlvedor; some half dozen Selvedorancan boys showed up on the
cempus without wsiting to be accepted, znd asked to be given z chance to
show what they could do. One of them rode horsebeck from his home ncar
San Miguel, A Honduren applicznt from Choluteca, whom we hsd turned down,
showed up here & few days lzter. "Didnt you get our letter, saying we
could not tzke you?" ve asked him, "os, & replied, "that 'is precisely
why I hsve come. I went you to try me out." Nicsraguan officials who
verc here for the recent predustion found thst vic heve reletively few
students from their country, znd on their return home publicised’ the
school extensively, with the result that we heve, for the first time, =
lerge number of Niczrsgusn epplicstions from which to choose, Ccrlos
Herrero of our steff, who is on vecstion in Costs Ricz, hes coopersted
with YMrs Doris Strnc in choosing the new students from tha* country, Five
or six boys asre coming from P:nemez znd sbout the same number from Colombis
Three will come from Cubs snd three from the Dominican Republic.,

During the month the students have mede zbout 5000 1bs of panelz or
crude sugasr, Wec are this year eliminating the Criolls veriety of czne
end limiting our plazntings zlmost wholly ‘to Vsyagliez 28, which has been
the most successful, under our conditions, of some 20 varieties tested,
The POJ vzrieties have not proved at zll sstisfactory L ~e.

The gost dziry is now sttrzeting much attention, as ¥6 kids hsve
been born recently, with more to come, While the Nubizns seem somewhat
better zdapted to this climste thzn the Toggenburgs, the best does of
the former brecd sre only producing 2 to 2-3% liters of milk per dav,
while some of the Toggenburgs zre producing 3 liters.

Five Costs Rican normzl school graduates ceme in easrly Mereh for
three wmonths!' intensive treining, after which they will go home to work
for STICA zmong small fermers. lorrings they work slong with our own
boys in Horticulture, field cropsy &nd znimal husbendry; in the &fternoons
we ere glving them clzssroom work in soils &and fertilizers,y hertieultural
and .field ereps, dairying, and the raising of plgs and chieckens., 411 of
these young men hesve tsken hold well end zre enthusisstic over their work

Mr, Edwerd Anthony, ovwner of Woman's Heme Companion, &nd r, Eerl J,
Johnson of the United Press, zccompenied by their wives, visited the
school overnight in ¢erly lareh. Dr Irving Beiley end Dr Kerl Szx of
Harvard University were here on the 7th and 8th. Dr Hy M. Miller Jr.,
dssociste Directcr of Natursl Scicnces, The Rockefeller Foundztion, spent
four days with us, discussing meny cducstionsl problems of mutuzl interest
Mr 8rthur Nicholson, Sceretery of the United Frvit Co., sccompznicd by
Mrs ‘Nieholson, stsyed overnight on the 13th. Dr Jsime Mzrchens from the
Dominiczn Republic pzid us & short visit on the 16th, MNr Hor:cce Belshzaw
Director of Rural Welfare for the FA0, wes & welcome visitor on the 19th,
Mrs Josefs Herdin of Pucrto Rico, now in charge of Home Menagement Work
for the STICA in Costs Ricz, ceme on the 25th for =n overnight stay, zs
did Mrs Luis Quintanills of Mexico on the 26th,



