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J"ÜLY 1953, To resume the discussion we started Tast month:.- What about this News
Letter business? A¿ain we would like to say, espeeially if the Letter is extra-*mural
in character, we think it should be short» .You know the story of the oíd preacher, who
was asked "What i s the ideal length for a sermón"? and who replied "Wellj during my
long career I have observed that few souls are Sáved after the first hourr* -Che best
exaraple we know of the intra-mural News Letter is the "üToreign Program Letter" of the

-Foreign Agriaultural Service, U S ^ept, of Agriculture, This, the heading says, is "To
II S Agrie ultural Technicians Overseas" and though it/is about ten pages, if we were one
of the TJ S Ágricültural Technicians Overseás we would read every word of it with interest

But assuming that our. reader is. not a technician, Assuming we are trying to maintain
hi-s interest in this school> or any other ~school, or an experiment station. Then what
should we put in our News Letters? : . ;

We have tried to hit the target from severa! angles». One' month we talk about visitors,
as we did last month, Again> we givé s orné figures on the inilk production of 3/4 G-uernsey
:and ',3/4 Jersey cows, because we know quite a few people in tropical America are in-
terested in these figures» .And still again, we talk about yields of corn varieties, or ...
sweet potatos, or we mention some good variet'ies of mangos, citrUs fruits, or avocados P

It is patently impossible to t;urn out 'a:News Letter e ac¿ month .which wlll appeal
equally to the Dean óf the Gollege of Agrie ultüre at Oornell and. the Dean of the Collegev
of Agriculture at San José, Costa Rica» But we were pleased t.he other day when a
visitor, whom we had asked for comments, remarked. "Vteil, I will say one thing; when
your News Letter shows up on my desk,, I'.read ,it«" And he went on to add that one reason
is this: it never paases one page in length. , , . •

This same c oróme ntator made a suggestion which we believe we should take to heart,
He said "After allf Escuela Agrícola Panamericana i s a school> Ypu dont tell us very
much about the student s;.. you are too kéeh about those '3/4 G-uernsey cows of yours and
those new avocados." V/e suspect we have been at fault. 'Others have said "Tell us more
about what your boy s are doing, the boys who have graduated and are now trying to show
what they have gained by the ir training*" :

So we shall try to do just that, But we still think there is room for constructive
criticism. And we would welcome itl The way matters stand at present, we think the
News Letter should attempt something like this (and mind you, we are not telling our
colleagues elsewhere what they ought to d o ) : To keép our friends inf ormed of what the
school is doingfl To show them víhat our graduates are doingo And since the school com-
bines vocational education with. plant introduction. and experimentation on quite a scale,
we shall insist on putting in a few notes from time to time about new varieties of
eereals and other crops which hav© done vjell here; cultural prácticos which look
promising; and so on, Our job is- to make this:l_ittle publication as useful as possible»
WG wish to mention again that we think News Letters pust be issued promptly* Wé think
they ought to g.o out by air mail (it costs us about §£0 -per month to mail ours, 200
copies) .and we believo all of us should think about the difference between intra-mural
and extramural Ínter ests


