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NOVEMBER 1955.= Ones in a while we 1tke $o sit Bick and reflect upon the dual
purpose of an agricultural school in tropital America, Of course, the primary
- abject is to turn out well—trained'agrigulturists.‘ In our opinion, this involves
- a well-balanced combination of theory and practice.»«Withoutithe letter, a man is
- not prepared to go out and show others how to do the Job; and without the former he
1s not prepared to tell them why they should do it a certain WaY o
While ‘training young men, a'school can at the same time do a great deal for the
development of its’partiqular‘pountry or region., This has been brought home to us
during the month by two new p ojects which officeps of FAO, who are working in
cooperation with the gov6rnment.of’anduras,'planvto;set up at Zamorano, Doctor
Leonardo Valerani desires to use our faéilities for artificial insemination of
" “dairy-—and perhaps beef-4cattle, In this connection, Ing, José Blas Henriquez hijo,
~ Director General de Ganaderia y'Vetgrinaria,:thinks'that the program of artificial
insemination for Honduras can be advanced rapidly and materially through using a
numoer of our 3/4 and 7/8 Guernsey and Jersey bulls., These are good animals, adapted
to Honduran conditions, After twelve years of up~grading, we are producing a lot of
thems In this project our new veterinarian, Dr, Ramén Peruvga, will be of much - -
- Our dairy herd, which is in the hands of Professor Hodolfo Zamora, is yielding
800 quarts of milk per day, Professor Guillermo Herrera, in charge of the creamery,
-is turning out Cheddar~type cheese so good that e is recelving many compliments.,
Dr. F. P. Keating of the FAQ Says we can make other types and he is going to help
us do it. We are strong for the idea because we believe there is a great future
for dairy products in this part of the world, . : )
" Another field in which there are splendid opportunities is that of rlant. introw
~ duction and improvement, George  Freytag, who. spent a year with us werking on beans,
~selected a variety so good that STICA, which operates the agricultural extension
- service in Honduras, is distributing large quantities of seed,. ' v S
‘We have introduced and distributed superior varieties of yuca (sweet cassava, an
important food crop) from Colombia; the Puerto Rico sweet potato; several sugar cane
varieties; leguminous plants for use as green manures and cover crops;gsgveral N
superior types of corn; and citrus fruits, avocados and mangos which are now being
prepagated rapidly and in quantity by Professor Mario Jalil and his agsistant, Adén
‘Rivera, Our collection of apples, pears, peaches, plums and other roscceous fruits
at our macuntain-top orchdrd on Uyuca (6009 feet) is bringing to light valuable
information for horticulturists in the highlands, We believe we have the best
collection of these fruits in Central America, '
- Professor Eduarde Jiménez S., one of our graduates who recently returned after
- taking his M,Sc, degree at the University of Florida, is working with vogetabvle
- erops. Oniens and tomatos are the two which interest us most, During the past
- -rainy seasen (and it has been the heaviest experienced. here in our time) the San _
Marzano tomato has shown remarkable resistance and has kept our tables supplied with
. tomate seup when no other variety in our garden was able to survive, y





