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MARGH 1955» This "month has boen devoted principally to the selection of new
students f or the school year which comruences the last Monday in May<> The Director
and the Registrar, Amado Pelén^ spent a week in El Salvador and a week in Guatemala
for this purposej while Professor Julio Pineda went to Nicaragua and Costa Rica«

In choosing new students y we take into account a nuinber of factors, of which
the f ollowing seen to be essentialg (1) intellectual capacity of the appíicant;
(2) character, including seri.ousr.-ess of purpose; and (3) an equitable distributioh
of scholarships among the countries we are trying to serve, based upon local needs
and the number of applioatlons we receive0 . . •

Each appíicant who looks pronising is given the "Examen de Capacidad^" which
this year was expanded to ilnclxide 100 quostions, about half of which are related
to intelligenCQ, about half to previous édu catión 0 It seems to us that the
examination is too long| not niauy boys can concéntrate for three or four hours,
Which was the time required by mcst this_ year0 We# further got the impression that
the best questions are thosé wh5.ch iiivolve the u$e of reasoniíag in connection with
simple mathematical problems^ For exaurple; !fA boy Is oight years oíd and his sister
13a When the boy is ' twice his pre>sent agej. how oíd wjj.l his vsister be?u

There is by no means a high positive coirrelatipn between the number of years a
boy has been in school and the grade he makeo in our examination0 A boy who had
finished high school and was studying law iriade slightly below 50 0 Before taking
the exam̂  he asked^ "Do you teaoh philos,ophy at yo-ur school?11 To which we replied, .
"Sure» Lots of it0 In faot^ four hours every day?ff This is the time the students
spend in their prácticas or field worki» ' ' . - ' . "

The demand for our graduat es in extensión work cannot yet be met» The government
of, Guatemala is reorganizing this branoh of its Agrioultural tanistry, and Is calling
hoiae several of our boys who have ' been 'wprking in Salvador and Honduras» It was
gratifying, on our re cent trip^ to talk wlth graduates who are-working in Salvador*
Two of them are earning anniially about $5000 ea$hy a fine ineone for a young man
in this part of the worldo Théy do this; by supplementlrig govermaent work with
teaching and the operation of srnall agri cultural, enterprises of their ow\*

It v̂ as a pleasure to visit the Blacue-la Nacional de Agricultura at Barcena, near
Guatemala Citŷ  to which we donated^ not long sincuj- eight .heifers of threê quarters .
Guernsey or Jersey blood, to assist ir, rebuilding their dairy herd& This school
has an excellent physical plant and a fine group of students 0 Both the Minlster
of Agricultura, don Lázaro. Chaüdn,; and the Director > don -Rigobert o Ghaoó'n, are
anxious to build up cióse e.ooperation-between our two institutions and we are
happy to be in c-loae t-ouch with ths ̂(Táatemala school once more0

We are lining up graduátes who will go to the University of Florida in September
with a viow to workiiig toward the Bt>So dogroe,,- "W© hope to send four on our own
scholarships j » several othcrs are go.lng on their owio . Out of each graduating class .
of about 50 j,. flve to-teñ of ou-r boyJS.'SeBm qualifled to do good wprfc at the . •
university X^volo By majoring in such branchps as animal 'husbajadrĵ . agronoiny,'
soils? Pa*h°lc|5ryj? . entónologyj, and so 6n? •thsy-will assist in developing a: group
of technically -tr-̂ ined men of whom we neéd many in tropical Americao


