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FEBRUARY -1957. On Saturday the 23rd of-this month we celebra^ed'óu=r'itwelfth
Gommencement.' Forty-fbur young men were graduated, representing.-eight Látin
American républics as fbllows: Colombia, three;>..Costa Rica, five;. Ecuador, five;.
Guatemala, four; Honduras, eight; Nicaragua, eight, Panamá, three; and'El-.Salvador,
eight,

the¡
platfprm were--:seated t'wo membéTs-of'£Be "Honorable Junta Hüit^r ^e^GoTbieJrno de
Honduras, Colonel Héctor Caraccioli and Major. and Engineer RoberH^p *^a^v"e2 'Barnes;
an ex-President of Honduras, Doctor Juan Manuel Gályez; the .Minister 6f "~$or,eign
Affairs and Minister of Education, Dr. Jorge-Fidel Dúrj6n;-': the Minister"''ocf interior, •
Colonel Raúl Flor.es Gómez; diplomatic representativas 'ó'f the countries-^epresented
in the graduating class; doña Doris Stone, represeñtin^-'-our Board^oi*'He'gents; don
Francisco de Sola, principal speaker of the day;-Dr'. Víctor Qr.tiz, Director of the
Escuela Nacional de Agricultura in the neighboring republic -Ojf^ El 'S_afkvadQ .̂ -and
severa! others. - . • - . • * . • . .

After opening remarks by the Director o-f^'Escuela Agricola Panamericana^ Dr,
•JorTge Fidel Duron .address-ed'-the graduates on behal^'of'the Government of Honduras,
poiñting out the importance of agricúlture in t-r^o.p^cá£| 'America and t-fie^-exc^ellent

,.future which lies in the hands of tHe''young men wfio/h;Sve--here. receivetí--práctical
-.''¿as well as theoretical training. - w He t'h'en ajmounc^'th-at- .the gpyernníéñt of Honduras
r.'had conferred the .decoration "Order ó'if Moraaan11, witlr^the- rank óz'C1Ómenéador,..on
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Dpris Stone and Wi^Lson Pepeno e. "Dr, Durb'fí.cwas fo],lpwed -by, don.^Fr'áncis"c.p de Sola .of
\E1 Salvador, founder and present PresM'éh?ti.©f the'.só'ciety "Araigós^de'.'.la -Tier-rá1'1''In.

• .,-that country, an organization which has done, and."is 'doingy^eímricábl;e"work in. the
-'-"•education oJE" people toward a better uñderstanding .of'^tíh-e- imppr^aricTe0^ -soil
...v-Ldonservation and improveá."'ágricultural techniques. "A's--iai past..3rears", said don

Francisco, "the graduates of_ Z,ambranp'have before them a future of great promise,
mti'bif- opportunities, and uves ,o;f usefuikiess." 'H'e'-pólnt.ed^.put that these young
men have assumed a sociarí-''-respons.iB:tlrtywi}n connecti-oñ Vi,t^t;bhe conservation of
our natural resources and their proteótiSíu fo(r tHe/'u^e^orf.roturé generatipns»

Doris Stone, who as Gqdmother of the school has <bi''dí-"fía/jr^ew.eil to eachvof the
previous eleven graduating class'es-y-sp-oke^warmly of the future which lies-before
this new group and wished them well. She was followed by the Valedictorian of the
Class of 19573 Fernando Fernández de Córdova of Quito, Ecuador, whose well-delivered
speech earned a hearty ovation.

Dr. Víctor Ortiz, on behalf of the government of El Salvador, presented a
handsome silver cup on which is to be engraved annually the ñame of the graduating
student who is considered by the staff of Escuela Agricola Panamericana to be the
outstanding member of his year, His1 classroom work, his character, and other
factors are to be taken into account, On the following day, our staff voted that
the first ñame to be engraved on this cup should be that of José Carvajal of
Ecuador,

Four scholarships at the University of Florida, leading to the degree of
Bachelor in Science in Agricúlture (if earned) were granted to members of this
class. They went to José Carvajal of Ecuador, Frank Bendaña of Nicaragua, Luis
Solórzano of Guatemala, and Fernando Fernández de Córdova of Ecuador. Similar
scholarships are granted annually by us to those students who are considered
best qualified to take,advantage of further agricultural training.


