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6 FEBRUARY '1957 On Saturday the 23rd of -this month we celebrai;ed Sur’ tw‘elfth
Commencement,  Forty-four young men were graduated, representing .eight Latin
American republics as follows: Colombia, threej. Costa Rica, five;. Ecuador, five; .
Guatemala, four, Honduras, eight; Nicaragua, elght Panama, ‘three; and‘El Salvador,
eight. - -

‘ Cbmmencement exercises were attended by some AOO v151tors, 1nclud1ng«mcre;thanf“
the~uspal number ©of famllles who.:had sons in the graduatlng.nlgpsp “Oftthe
platform weérk: seated two medbers-of "t5& “Honerable Junta MIlltar,de belerno de
Honduras, Colonel Héctor Caraccioli and Major. and Engineer Robenbo‘éﬁIVez Barnes;
an ex-President of Honduras, Doctor Juan Manuel Gélvez; the: Minister &f" Foreign
Affairs and Minister of Education, Dr. Jorge Fidel Durénj’ the Mlnlster ®f Interiar, -
Colonel Raidl Flores Gdmez; dlplomatlc representatives of the countries'?epresented
in the graduating class; dofia Doris Stone, represenﬁlng -our Board of Regents; don
Francisco de Sola, pr1nc1pal speaker of the day;. Dr, Victir Ortl N “Pirector of the
Escuela Naciomal de Agrlcultura in the neighboring republlc of EI Samvader, and
several others. - :

After opening remarks by the Director ofiEscuela Agrlcola Panamerleﬁna, Dr.
:Jorge Fidel Durdn addressed’the graduates on behalf of the Government of Honduras,
pointing out the importance of agricilture in trogical'ﬁmerlca and the*axoellent

;. future which lies in the hands of thg ‘young men who Hive. ‘here recelve&‘practical
;.as well as theoretical training. . He then announcea that the governmént of Hondiras
,had conferred the .decoration "Order 6f Morazan", W1thhﬁhe rank. dT'Cbmendador, on
Doris Stone and Wilson Popenoe., Dr, Durétiiwas followed by.don. Fravcisgo de Sbla .of
El Salvador, foundér and present. Presidénmtief the s'“iety “Amigos“de la Tlerra"’in
that country, an organization whlch has dore, and is d01ng,vﬁemarkable work in_ the
.~education of people toward a better understanding of “the. 1mportance ©of .s0il
qgonservatlon and improved.‘agricultural techniques. "As-in past. years", said don
Fran01sco, "the graduates of. Zamorano "have before them a future of great promise,

"f opportunities, and -lives of usefulness.," HE ‘pointed out that these young
men have assumed a socid¥: responslbllxbyuln connection with, the conservation of
our natural resources and their proteétisn: for the ﬁéehofrﬁuture generatlons.

Doris Stone, who as Godmother of the school has 'bid-farewell to each of the
previous eleven graduating classes- -spoke,warmly of the future which lies -before
this new group and wished them well She was followed by the Valedictorian of the
Class of 1957, Fernando Ferndndez de Cérdova of Quito, Ecuador, whose well-delivered
speech earned a hearty ovation,

Dr, Victor Ortiz, on behalf of the government of El Salvador, presented a
handsome silver cup on which is to be engraved annually the name of the graduating
student who is considered by the staff of Escuela Agricola Panamericana to be the
outstanding member of his year, His classroom work, his character, and other
factors are to be taken into account, On the following day, our staff voted that
the first name to be engraved on this cup should be that of José Carvajal of
Ecuador.

Four scholarshlps at the University of Florida, leading to the degree of
Bachelor in Science in Agriculture (if earned) were granted to members of this
class. They went to José Carvajal of Ecuador, Frank Bendafia of Nicaragua, Luis
Soldérzano of Guatemala, and Fernando Ferndndez de Cérdova of Ecuador. Similar
scholarships are granted annually by us to those students who are considered
best qualified to take advantage of further agricultural training,
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