TEGUCIGALPA HONDURAS

MONTHLY NEWS LETTER

NOVEMBER 1952: From the 11th to the 15th Escuela Agricola Fonamericano had the
qonor of acting as host to staff and students of the nCurso Intcrnacional de Silvie
gultura Tropical” whieh gothered this year in Honduras, under the auspices of the
Instituto Interamericano do cicncios Agrfcelas and thg Foad and Agriculture Organie
zation of the United Natlonse Ied by Drs Ieslie Rs Holdridge, Dr. Joseph Tosi, and
Dr, Frederick Ho Vogel the group of professional foresters and students spent the
weck here in discussions ond f£ield tripse Aboub twenty students took paxrt, ropre-
sputing Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragud, Costa Rica, Colombia, Ecuador,
Foru, Vonezuela, Cuba, Hoiti and Puerto Ricoe

Horvosting of fiecld crops occupied much of our timc during thc month., Iunis More
¢illo roports the following intcresting figures: Rocol~10l variety of maize from Cowe
lombia yiclded at the rate of 54 bushels per acres This was without fortilizer of
any sorts Magnolia rice produced 26 owt of rice in the hull, equivalont to 18 awk of
clean ricec per acre

We have always been interested in comparing yields of swect potatoes (Nancy Hall
varicdy) and yuca (sweet cassava)s This yocar for the fipst timo we have cbbained some
goad figurese A crop of swect potatoes rocently harvested yiclded at the rabe of 190
owhk per aere; 4 CTNP of yuca 500 cwhe It takes approximately twice as long to pmoduce
a erop of yuca as it does a ordp of sweet potatoes - ton months as against five moxnths,
Both crops can be grown herc at all scasons of the ycars

Walter Fick took 310 liters of strained honey from ouxr 33 hives of beos, This gocs
well in the students? mess halle ,

our staff was incrcased by the appival of two now employees from Great Bribain:
Harry So Gordon; who rocenbly finished his training in horticulbure at the Royal Bo-
gonic Garden, Edinburgh, and Kennoth He Caston, who studied animal husbandry ab the
Univcrsity ol Reading. With the assistancc of Mre Gordnn we hope to inercasc our work
of plant intmcoduction and the propagation of now varietics of fruits and othoer plants
for distributicn; Mr. Cashon will assist in the department of animal industry.

The horiicultaral department was the scoene of much activity. Sour Orange roctetbocks
were budded te Washington Navel and Hamlin crangesg Maxsh Scedless gropofruif and the
Porsian Iime, Avocadn roohstocks wore puddod to Simmonds (eansidercd here cur besh
varioty of the West Indion raco), Pollock, and a number of the Mexiean X Guatemalon
hybrids introduccd in 1947 and 1948 from Atlixeo, Stato of Buebla, Mexico., Many
roses wore budded on resa macho rootstocks.

Visitors were numercus during the month, especially on Saturdays and Sundayse
Ameong those werc a group of normal school. girls from San Salvaddr; a group of phare
macy studonts ond normal sehool students frem Tegucigalpa; and the teachors and stu-
donts from the Instituto de oricnte in Danli. Miss Emma Roh, nutritionist of the FAO,
spont two days with us. Mr. Crede €alhoun, pepreosentative of Tho Now York Times in
Central Amcrica, paid onc of his periodic and wclemme visits., Inge Rafael Caliejos,
prosident of the Banca dc Fomenta Agrieola de Honduras, brought out two tochnigians,
onc from CEPAL and enc from UNTAA, Potor R. Eliis from the Centro Panamericano de la
Ficbrc Aftosa, Rio do Joneire, and Mrs David Hellyer of the University of Florida,
ecamce for short stays with us; while carly in the month twe architects from E1 Salvador,
Ing. Renato Romero and Inge Rafael Cordero, spent several days here with a view to
cothing fuly tatomauion Fogcrting oup So-uP YREREERRY RuB BE ML R IR
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