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OCTOBER 1948. Following the mide«year exeminetions, which were held
during the week commencing October 17, we dropped from the rolls three
first yesr students - one from Hondures, one from Seclvedor end one from
Penema., This action wes besed not slone upon unsetisfzctory gredes
in the exsminetions; it wes prompted slso by deily records in the cleds=
room end the prectical work in the field. Previous schooling of many of
our students hss not zlwesys been zdequate, hence we tzke into account
during the first year, the boy's interest and his demonstrated capaci%y
to lesrn, more than the grades obtesined in such difficult courses
(relatively spesking) cs biology and mathemetics,

4 fine rice crop is epprocching meturity. The vegetzble gzrden,
which zlways suffers severely during the hesvy reins of August and Sep=-
tember, is greduclly coming bsck intc 2ood production. Annuelly we
sk the boys in the cless on Cultivos Tropiczles, what vegetebles thev
would choose if they were mezrooned on & desert islend and could only
heve 5 sorts for the rest of their lives. We think it is interesting
to note that they sre precticzlly uncnimous in their choice of four =
tomztos, lettuce, cebbzge and cerrois. First yezr students hsve been
cctively engeged this month in budding zvocados and roses. Our collec~-
tion of cvocedo varieties now numbers more than 60 sorts, including
the 18 Guztemzlan-Mexieszn hybrids introduced in lete Aueust from the
region of Atlixco, stzte of Puebla, Mcxico. Tl R

With half blood znd three-qusrters heifers coming into production,
milk production is increesing in our deiry. Our new incubstor is work-
ing on &z batch of 800 eggs, Rhode Island Rcd znd Plymouth Rock. 4
nice lot of hem &nd bscon wes smoked &t the end of the month.

Pzul €. Stendley, leeding esuthority on the texonomy of Central
Americen plents, is meking his hesdquarters et the school, while con-
ducting collecting trips in Honduras, Nicarcgua end El1 Szlvedor. Berly
in the month we hed = visit of seversl days from Ing. Enrique Pérez
Leon, who is meking &n extended tour of tropical regions to study
bensns productiony in the intorests of the Mexlcen governmente The
Archbishop of Herndurcs, Monscior Turcios, spent & dey with us, accom=
panied by Done Ampcro viude de Zeledén, of Costa Rica. Dofia Amparo,
one of the best-known figures in that republic, hes always been muchs
interested in this school. Professor W.W.Robbins, head of the Depart-
ment of Botany &t the College of Agriculture, University of Cezlifornisa
at Dzvis, arrived on the 22nd, accompznied by Mrs. Robbins, for & vistit
of several days, during which time he gave our steff en illumineting
ledture on chemicsl control of weeds. During the pest six months Proof.
Robbins has travelled throughout South #merics, lecturing on this
subject. We took advantzge of the opportunity to obtein from him
specific recommendations regarding the control of tepuiflors,
the worst pest in pastures of this region; as well &s meny helpful
comments on our progrem in generzl. On Sunday the 24th we were visited
by Grahem S. Q uage, egricultursl ztteaehé to the embassies of the
United States in uetemele, El Szelvedor and Hondurcs. He wes sccom=
penied by Mrs. Quate and by Dr. znd Mrs, Henry D, Guilbert of Tegucigal=
pz. On the 28th we had & brief visit from R.M.Beessley of the Tela
Reilrosd Company, Le Lima, Hondures.

An excellen descrip%ive erticle regerding the school, well illus-
treted, wes published in the Christisn Science Monitor (Boston,Mzss.),
jssuc of October 25. It wes written by Robert K. Shcllsaby, Latin
American cditor, who visited the school some time &go«





