Escurra A, LA PANAMERICANA'
TEGUCIGALPA & ' HONDURAS

o ~ MONTHLY NEWS IETTER |
FEBRUARY 19544 The last two weeks of this month were devobed to final examinatiops.,
The schocl year terminates with graduation exercises on 6 March, {n the whole, we are
satisfied with ths grades made by our studert s, especidly the sesond ami third yoar

" boys, 3ime we have just Finisted two weeks of clos comvast with the whole subject

of olassroom wark, this may be an appropriate time to make some comments,

One of owr mgfor mproblems, from the time this school was fouried, has been the Jack
of textbook material, adapted to tropical Amerisan conditions, ani in the Spaniah
languages We Just simply cannot get it. We think we ave made o fairly thorough
seareh, but cannot find a Yiology text whish meets our ideas of tim kind and amount of
“biology a sehool of vocatiomal -agriculture in tropiecal America shauld teach, Nos can -
we find a text which we think sovers the kind amd amount of mathematies our students
need ~ not muwch theory, but lots of practical problens. We believe we have adequate
texts for the study of the English lenguage. - ' : -

But how about the agricultural amd horticulturel sciences? We have had to prepare
muiltd graphed outlines on fisld crops; we use our own "Fruticultura Cent. roamerd, c ana¥t
for the fruit erops; and we are at last preparing a multigraphed text on truck arops,
based on Prof, MacGillivray's “Western Vegstable Production"; the exsellent bulletin
from the Federal Experiment Station in Puerto Rico, "Vegetabls Growing in the Tropipd's
arl owr own experiemnce, In Spaish s W& have seen nSthing in the field of agricultupral
engineering which satisfies us - drainage, irrigation, snd famm machinery, Still mqre
diffiarlt is simple veterinary sciauce, o ) o

The Institubo Agropecuario Nacional in Guatemala has tumed out excellent bulletins
on hogs and poultry, which we use, The United States Department of Agriculture '
- pubIlished an excellent book on dairying in the tropics = but we are told it is no
longer available, 8o there we are; but this is not, of courge, the whole story,
' Habits of study present another problem.  There is a tendency to memorige. Reading
the final exams in horticulture, we observed that among the fifteen or more stwlentp
‘'who . got an "A%, five really understood the subject well; the others seemed to have _
- memordzed the text successfully hut we dowt that they really understood it, Wherster
- possible, we like to use the Mthesis® type of examination, which our students call the
Yexamen de eriterio¥, It takes a lot of time to correct the papers ; but you really
get an idea of how well the student has absorbed what he has studied, We realise that
it is not possible, in large schools, to uyse this type of examination to the extent
that we can, with only 50 to 60 students in & class; and it is not Teasible in all
subjects, for example, mathematicss This year Walter Fick developed an extellent exame
Ination of the thesis type for his studente in Fam Managemert.. The boys really had .
to use their heads, , ' A : ‘

_ There 1s ore more problen whish we believe must be sommon in sehools of this kind:
How to keep classroom instruction on the same level throughout? (We are not worried
~about the practical training our boys get in the vegetable garden, the handling of
{isld orops, the dairy, and so n)s This, of course, is something which must be
handled by the Administration, but it is not as simple as might sppear at first glance,
Objectives must be kept in mird at all times. If the student is going to be an exe ,
tension agent, o simply s good farmer, how mush and what kind of blology does he need?
What kind and how much mathematies? The darger, we feel, lies in too much theory.



