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>f this month were devofced to

fhe school year terminates wíth gpadüation axerttiaefl on ó March. 0n tha whoie^ ve are
satiefied with the grades made by our steudftflbs* eqpeeiatly tte aeocnd anl thijrd ;jr*ar
boy»* Since we heve just fánishsd t*b weeka oí cióse contact with the -«helé mjbject
of oiassroom wcrk, this «soy be an appropiiate time to make son» cc«wwnt««

One of our major próbleity»* from tbe time tliá^ áohool vas founded, has been Ue l&ok
or textbook Baateriatl. adapted to tropical American cowdition^^ an4 la the Spauidb
láJr\gu*gee> We just simply cannot gat it* Ve think >e ha ve made a Xairly thoron^i
search, ̂  cannot find a tfiologr teoct which meeta ouf ideas of tte kind tud auwuftt «f
biologjr a school of vocational agricúlture in tropical America should teaohé Kó* can
ve JTind a te^ct which ve think oovers thé kini ani amount of tóatheííatids ouf
need ~ not much theory^ but Iota of practica! probloaa* Wé belieye wo nave
texfca; 'f or the study of iba English Ianguage0

fcut hov about the agricultura! &nd hortioultunal aciencesí We haw h»d to
multlgraphad outlines on £i&ld crops| we use our own "Fruticultura Centroamerlcanat1
íor the fruit cropa; and we are at last prepariíig a naaltigraphed text on truát
based on Prof* MacGillivraor's "Western Vegetable Produotion"; the excellent
froni the Federal Experiment Station in Puerto I&coj "Vegetabl» Grovdng in the
ani our ovm eaqperienceo In Spanish^ we have seen ntíthing in the íield of
engineering which satisfies us * drainage, irrigation^ and fann machinery* Still m<|re
diffioxlt is simple veterinaiy scianea» ' -

The Instittfco Agropecuario Nacional in Guatemala has tumed out excdllmt bulletln»
on boga and poultr^ which we use, The United States Depártaeirt of Agrioulture
published an exoellent book on dairying in the tro pies ~ but we are told it is no
ionger availablee So the re we are; but this is not^ of course, tha whole

Habita of study present another problemo There is a tendency to mejnoris5ec
the final exams in horticulture, we observed that among the Hfteen or more

'lího got an nA!|, five r^eally understood ths subijeot wellj the others seemed to have
ftemoriaed tbet text sucóessfully but we doojbt that thcy really understood it* WhereVer
possible, we like to use the «thesis1» type of e^aaiination, which our stadenta caiX the
^examen de eriterioir» It takes a lot.of-time to correot the papers, but you really
get an idea of how weü ihe student has absorbed what he has studied* We róa!i»e that
it is not possible, in large schools, to use this tjjrpe of examination to the «xtent
that we oan, with on!y 50 to 60 students in a class; and it ia not feasible in all
subjeots, for example, matJienaticoo This year Walter Ficjk developed an exetíü»nt exany»
ination of the thesís type for hie stud^nts in Farro Managemerti* The boys really had
to use their headae •

There ia one more p*oblaa whiah we believe must be eowmon in $«hools of this kiná»
How to keep olassroom inatruotion on the aajae leve! throughout? (We are not -woiried
about the practica! training our boys get in the vegetable garden, the handling of
field orops^ the dairy, and so on)« l£is> of coufse, is aoanethiñg which nrust be
handled by the Admlnistratíon, but it is not as simple as raight 4ppear at first glano6«
Objetives nrust be kept in mind at all timas * If the stwdent is going to be an ex/-
tensión agent> or simply a good faoawr, how uiuoh an4 >Aiat kind of biology does he need?
What kind «nd how much j»ath«matios? The danger^ we feel, lie* ia too much thoory»


