











W/J)r nus the school establisbed
in this pzlrti(u/ar location?

Since the primary objective was to help the small farmer, it seemed logical to go to the
place where the small farmer lives. So far as Central America is concerned, the small farmer
has lived since time immemorial mainly in the cool, relatively dry uplands or on the Pacific
littoral.

Through the courtesy of the Honduran government a site was offered in the valley of the
Rio Yeguare, 25 miles southeast of Tegucigalpa, capital of the republic. This valley has a rather
romantic background. Tradition holds that it was farmed by the Franciscan monks during the
colonial period. In later days it came into the hands of a stalwart Honduran who had made
his money out of the silver mines at near-by Yuscaran. Eventually it was divided among his
heirs, and a portion of it, known as the Hacienda El Zamorano, came into the possession of
the government. General Tiburcio Carias, President of Honduras at the time that it was decided
to establish the school, recommended it to us.

After extensive investigation of other possible sites in Central America, it was decided
that this hacienda possessed more desirable features than any other.

1. In soil and climate it is representative of large areas possessed by small farmers in
Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, and Nicaragua; and to a lesser extent in Costa Rica and
several other countries.

2. The elevation of the arable portion {about 1000 acres on the valley floor) is between
2400 and 2700 feet, which means that the climate is sufficiently cool so that students can work
out of doors throughout the year without discomfort, but at the same time most of the important
tropical crops can be cultivated successfully.

3. An excellent supply of pure water for domestic use was available from springs on the
mountainside in the upper part of the property.

4. Astream which comes down from the mountains offered sufficient hydroelectric power
to meet most of our needs, as well as water to irrigate about 200 acres. Since we feel that
irrigation will play an important part in the future development of tropical American agricul-
ture this was a major consideration.

5. The site is not close to any large city, hence students would lead the normal life of
farmers anywhere.

The property of some 3500 acres was therefore purchased from the Honduran govern-
ment, and later increased through the acquisition of a number of small parcels on the upper
slopes of an old volcanic peak, Uyuca, which overlooks the valley. These served to protect
our watershed and to give us a small tract of seven acres in what may have been at one

time a crater, where, because of the elevation of nearly 6000 feet, we are able to grow such
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