ESCUELA AGRIC A PANAMERICANA
TEGUCIGALPA' "~ = HONDURAS

 MONTELY NEWS LiTTER

MAY 1953 Tho teachors are ull buck from vacabion, and tho mew school .year begins
, the first of Junoe Much timc this month has boen devoted to planning the curriculum,
b and since wo huve novor discussed this subject fully in the News Letter, we think it
' may be well to ndedicate! [as thoy say in Spanish) this {ssue to our clusSroom Pro=:
_ S grame - - . o T ' v _ a L
: Thore aro three major subjects in tho first year: Blology, Msthematics, and
- English. With regard tqe the firstw-nomed, Mcnuel Chivez Viaud will cover aboub the
» same ground as that of o high=sdool course in general biology in the United States,
L - With more attention, perhaps, to cconomic insects cmnd plant diseases, José Tobias

: Corncjo will drill his students'in appliod mat_homatics’--tho sort of arithmetic every
farmer needs, Julio Pineda will start the boys in Englishj ho has been very 5uCCEeSSw
£ul. at this during the past few years, - In addition to. thesc subjects, Fronelseo
Siorra will give two lessons a week in- orientacién agronfmica, while Herndn Fonseva ,
‘will teach a similar course in oricntacidn, 'a_r;adcraf»these' two dealing, respectively,

" with elemonts of general agriculture and onimal husbandry. Our physician Adén Zope=
da will toach one period per week of tropical hygiene, - {n which he will discuss sa-
nitution and the prevention and cure of common tropical discascs, as well as prin-

giples of first ald. A C e : o »
Soils and fertilizers, £1c1d cnd horticultural cropSs mathematics and English are
the major subjects studicd by the second year clasSe Froncisco Sierra will devote
onc somester to the olcments of jnorgcaic chemistry, another to the origin and claSe

. sification of sropical. soilsy ‘gnd the composition and uso of fertilizerss Luis Mor-

~ eillo will discuss in his class 18 of ’rjhe,mjd;r field erops of the tropics, while
Van Baldwin Jatkson, Mario J c1il and Wilﬁsc'n“PQpehééwill_ £ive one.semesber of vego= -
table crops and one Of tropical fruitse. 7088 Tobiad Cornejo #i1l continue o0 drill
the boys in mathematics, while Frank Ccrrico will give setond year Engiisd, Waltex
Fick will give opne class & weok in boe~keepInges : , E - .

" ho third yoar boys will geb dne'offthe.ﬁOugbest,vbutjmostvimpbrtanb,’coﬁrSes;-
which is clements of” cgricultural enginceringy . In this class, Luis Moreillo will
train them in irrigution and drainage, and in the mechanics of tractors and the use -
of simple agriculturcl implements such as plows, disk harcows, snd the 1ike, ILouls .

e Williams will give the third year class drillirg in Engl.ish conversation, while Her- -
' nén Fonseca will teach the class simplc vebtorinary soience, Walter Fiok will teach
o farm managoment g which has largely o do with farm aceounting, while Julio Pineda

will fteach poultry menagement girring the first ;stc'shcr and Konnoth gaston the breods
ing cnd carc of hogs in the sccond, Rodolfo Zamora will handle the important course c:-
on dairy mapagement ond milk products; while Louils Willioams will give during the

socond semoster, a brief coursc on beef cattlce '

Naturally, there are other subjcets which wo would like to cover, and some to
which we»would 1ike to devotc more attention, Our limitation is one of time, IR
ostablishing bthe schooly WG thought it preferable to make the ontire course one of.
three years rather than four or five (which are common in most sehools in Tropical
America)y hoping in this way to give more boys the opportunity to prepare thomselves
~for a carcer in agriculture, snd to make this preparation efficicnt and adequatc by
{pntonsive work in the classroom supplomented by plenty of practice ip the fields The
lattor, aftor all, has scemod to us the major objoctives : o '





