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AERIL 1950, At the -eñd of the month 59 áew stüdents were on the campus, and a
good many of the oíd ones were returning frpm. vacat'ión. A;-prpblem is developing in
connection with boys who show up here wifchouthaving madé.'application in advance. This
is especially true of boys from El Salvador, .Sorae of these unexpected. arrivals look so
good it is hard to tura theni away;- but every' time we take pne of them it usually result£
in their passing the word to friends, who in turn show up. unexpectedly. Interest in
scholarships this year has béen especially keen in Nicaragua and Colombia. There has
beeii a gratifying increase in the number.of applications from Panamá; while Honduras,
Guatemala and Costa Rica nave maintained their high averages and El Salvador has
swamped us as usual¿ . •

Interest in the pield Grops department this month centered arouad the termination
of the "zafra" or harvesting of the cañe crop, after which the boys who took part were
given a free trip to Danli. The'cutting of sugar cañe and manufacture of panela (dulce,
crude sugar) is .just about the heaviest work which a. student has to* tackle during his
three years here. Grinding begins at four o'clock in the morning and continúes inter-
mitt^ntly all day» The crop this year consisted entirely of the variety Mayagtíez 28.
Thirty three days were occupied in harvesting and milling* The caae (plant crop) was

. practically two. years oíd at the time of harvestinga and yielded at the rate of 70 tons,
per acre, v/e made .3."1<¡,52|Q pounds of, panela more than half of which'was .sold (since it is
more than we can use) and the proceeds placed to the credit of the Students Benefit Fund

«The second and third papérs on the oomposD.tion of Central ^erican focd plant s,
publlshed by the Central American Nutrítibn Foundation which works under the joint
auspices'of this school and, the Massáchusétts Institute of Technology^ were published
in "Uood Research",, voiume 15. Thése two papers cover food plants collectéd in. Guate-
mala, Amone those which have shovm. unu-sual or" ínter e sting valúes may be me.ntioned,
Amarant-hus hyí^idus i t¿)&. ^ífe^es asid gSx^Dg. poici^a oí. p'iSjRpSaaife ÚD ^roli as the chayóte
^*¿\-*,*++*+—tr,*- .•-. j^j^^ •**i£¿¿Gf¡*v*¿~*¿f*c*iz* * *~* ^^ » J. »*, ••

(S^GChium edul^ knovm a.s. gílís'áü.il iri Guatemala;; and the léaves and tender stems of
C r ó t eSrj^ig j o a.^jr o s jr at a» These are outstariding in their cóhtent of calcium, iron,
thiam.ine^riblofTavin, niac in and aseorbic. ¿cid. Súnflov/er seeds were high not only
in nitrógeno iron and ribof.lavin but'also contained more than 50% of • oil. Those persons
interefíted in the' subjeot shguld apply fór copies »of these ;fpapersf either to tjie school
or to Dr Robert S THarris at the líutritio'nal BiochemiStry LA^oraterios, Massáchusétts
Instituye oí TochnoZogy^ Cambridget- ' ' .. i^*='

. , On tho thlrd of the month ws were" visited by Alien L. Schwandt of the Liga Mexico-
"Ranamericana» On the f-iftli we had,.the pleasure -of receiving a distingulshed íJ^?o.up of
S"icaraguan diplomats, includin¿- fíen-ator Mario .Arguello and the Ambassador to Honduras»
lar Crede H, CalhouBn representativo of the Kew Yo-j¡?k "Tines in Central Ameri.ca? cai^e- on
the 5tJi. and pablishod an excelleht- aecount of the-'school, undér-t.he heading "Honduras
School is !C^od Nelgtbor? » in tlie Times of the ISth*-^ This was-translated intb Spanish
ancl roprinted by the Época and El Día of Tegij.cigal.pa,, Tiis Konduran Director cf Agricul-
ture I.ng, pompilio^Ojj'tegaj. carne on the 5bh and'spent several days with us* Dr Caíalos M.
Gal vea j Minister of Edacatio,nr .carne on the ISth with a group of friendrS^ to discuss
plans for the Escuela No:rmál Rural which has recently be.en transíerred.' from Tegucigalpa .
to Comayas\.ia»-'. Merle and Oliver Toll of Tollaiid,- -GolcradO) wevre here on the 22ndj, while
Dr Enoá Raseto of the Nicaráguan school • óf - agriciilture at Chinandega caine on the 26th*
Ifr Alborto Várela of Colombia, who.has been studying at the University of California
under a fellowship of the Rockefeller Foundation, spent two days with us at the end of
tho month-.. • ' • • . • .




